Make-up Work for January 24
Date of Life Night or Bible Study attended: _________________

Please read the following passages from the Bible. Write your answers and your journal entry on a separate piece of paper and attach.
First Reading
Book of Nehemiah, Chapter 8, Verses 2-4, 5-6, 8-10
1. Why does Ezra say “today” is holy? What is significant about “today” for Jesus? Do you live in the past or the future? What is the only time you have for sure? What happens to “now” if you spend all your time looking backward or forward?

2. Do you see any growth in the relationship between God and people from the Old Testament reading on Sunday to the Corinthians one to the Gospel? Do you think everything we would ever know was stated during Jesus’ time or does the Holy Spirit give the Church new insights as it needs them?


Second Reading
First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians
Chapter 12, Verses 12-30 

1. Some people’s gift is to diffuse tension in a meeting. What if such a person is missing from a meeting? What happens? Is that kind of gift more or less important than administering the parish, community or diocese? Why? What is your gift to the community?

2. If you had your choice of gifts which ones would you choose? Why? If you have a gift and you never use it, what will happen to it? Can you name some of your gifts?


Gospel
According to Luke Chapter 1, Verses 1-4, Chapter 4, Verses 14-21
1. Jesus went to Nazareth, his hometown. People there thought of him as Mary and Joseph’s son. Suddenly he claims to be the Messiah. What would your reaction have been to such a declaration?

2. Jesus said he had been anointed to bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind and to let the oppressed go free. Where would you look for Jesus if he were here today? Is the Church where you would seek him? Do you insulate yourself from the poor and tell yourself that you couldn’t do anything to help anyway? Is there some small thing you could do for people needing assistance?
Journal
Faith is a way of hearing, but it is also a way of seeing. The Bible frequently associates faith with words and images related to seeing. Nearly every time the word seeing or the notion of seeing appear in the Bible-as, for instance, when blind people are healed or when Jesus accuses of someone of having eyes but not seeing- we can be sure the Scriptures are telling us something about the meaning of faith.

Many people live with mental blinders that keep them from truly seeing-seeing the truth of Jesus’ message, seeing the meaning of their own life experience, seeing the Holy Spirit at work in the world, even really seeing other people. Their range of vision is often limited by their inability to see new possibilities, to ‘think outside the box.” Or, they allow themselves to be blinded by the false promises of our culture.

But, Jesus calls us to see with new eyes, to see life the way he sees it. And he shows us how. His teachings and actions are like a light that helps us see the ultimate meaning and purpose of our lives. He reveals a new understanding of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and calls us to a life of faith that promises more far more than anything we could imagine.

God’s Spirit dwells in the hearts of those who believe. He will never leave us a lone. Because of Baptism, we are his children. Because of Confirmation, we can see him better. The Holy Spirit is with us constantly, opening our ears, eyes, and hearts, unveiling Christ to us through the Father’s Word and through the Gifts he fills us with when we are anointed.
Name an example of blindness that you experience in your attitude toward yourself, in your relationships with others, or in your experience of God. What would you like to see clearer? What could help you do that?
